Dear Parents, 

It’s been an exciting school year for the Parent Association at Russian American International School. As the academic year comes to a close, we’d like to highlight some of the items we worked on during the year. 

1. New RAIS website and New LOGO

We consider this the biggest PA accomplishment! Our previous website was old and outdated so we gave it a facelift, a new design and a radiant new look. We’ve edited the text, added a photo gallery, created a blog and a weekly SF section with lots of interesting news and events. The website is managed and updated regularly by Svetlana Holmes who deserves a standing ovation for her amazing work on this project! 

2. New RAIS Yahoo Group

Created by Parent Association for better communication and information sharing among parents. 

3. Formal Parent Association at RAIS

The Parent Association was created to help promote parent involvement, improve the quality of our children’s education and to improve communication among parents. We have held monthly meetings since October, exchanged lots of ideas, and implemented them throughout the year. Thank you to all the parents who have attended the meetings and contributed their ideas and time to the Parent Association! 

4. School Picnic

The Parent Association organized our very first school picnic in September at West Portal Playground. This was a chance for parents to meet each other in the beginning of the year and for kids to play together. The picnic was a huge success with 25+ families in attendance. With potluck style everyone enjoyed the yummy dishes prepared by our parents. The weather was unusually hot and sunny, a perfect day in San Francisco with RAIS! 

5. School Roster

We have collected information and printed the school’s very first roster, divided by class to make it easier for parents to contact each other. This turned out to be a handy tool in organizing birthday parties or just having friends over for play dates. 

6. School Visibility

In an attempt to increase student enrollment at RAIS, parents posted reviews on Yelp and GreatSchools.org about their experience at Russian American. We’ve posted recommendations on Russian Mom Yahoo groups and created a Facebook fan page. We have also contacted 4 journalists at SF Gate for a possible article about the school.  The result – 2 new students for the summer program at RAIS and 2 new full time students for the 2010-2011 academic year!! 

7. Fundraising Activities/Events

· The Parent Association introduced eScrip, a company that works with merchants to donate a percentage of the money parents spend to schools. So far RAIS received $84.58 from SAFEWAY, and more from other merchants (info available to RAIS account owner only). 

· Our next activity was a sidewalk sale where parents donated toys, games, household items, clothes and electronics. We raised about $525 during the sale, combined that with childcare fundraising event ($120) and used the money to purchase a brand new 42” flat screen TV, mount and a new DVD player for the school. 

· Next fundraising event coincided with Valentine’s Day and the See’s Candies Sale. The sale raised $ 466. 

· Finally, our last fundraising event occurred in March during the March 7th School Auction. In order to put the event together, the Parent Association contacted dozens of businesses that would be willing to donate their goods and services for the event. We collected close to $1600 during the auction (excluding set up expenses)! 

Thank you to all the parents that contributed towards the event by either donating something or attending the Fundraiser in person! 

8. Enhanced Academics

This year our kids enjoyed two new programs Leap Architecture, a 6 week class and Zoo Mobile ($170) with live animal demonstrations at RAIS. The PA helped organize Leap Architecture program with parents paying separately for each child to attend. Zoo mobile was sponsored by the Parent Association. There was also a Chukovski Quiz’ organized by Svetlana Holmes for Pre-K and K.
9. Items for teachers

One of the PA goals is to assist RAIS teachers with supplies. We have obtained a list from teachers of supplies that they would like to have in school. We have ordered several items including a portable external hard drive ($94), a paper trimmer ($112), laminator machine ($270), DVDs to record educational programs ($24) and a DVD case ($15) and laminating pouches ($29). Two large educational posters ($80) were ordered from Kinko’s for school use. 

10. New building

Parent Association composed a letter, stating the purpose of the new building and plans for school expansion to potential donors/investors. In addition, we created a signature petition to be used by school administration as appropriate. 

11. School Year Book

Currently being designed and will be available to all Parents before end of school year. 

We want to thank all parents who have supported us in this academic year. Your    support, appreciation or just a simple “thank you” is what kept us motivated to keep going! As always, we love your feedback and great ideas so please contact us directly for any questions. 

Julia Martinisi  

Svetlana Holmes
